
Guidance for the reopening of 

St Andrew’s 
Church

Mass
You will notice a difference in how 
Mass is celebrated. This is in order 
to reduce the risk of spreading the 
virus by minimising the length of 
time we are all participating in a 
large group. For example, there 
will be no congregational singing or 
offertory procession and parts of the 
Mass such as the Gloria and Second 
Reading may be omitted. 

Holy Communion
In accordance with the national 
protocol on Infection Control, it is 
recommended that Holy Communion 
be received in the hand only, for the 
duration of the pandemic. 

After Mass
You  will  be  directed to leave the Church 
after receiving Holy Communion with 
no recessional procession taking place. 
For everyone’s safety you will then be 
directed by the Stewards to leave the 
grounds as the church and halls will 
be cleaned and sanitised immediately 
after each Mass.

Funerals 
Funeral Masses in the Archdiocese 
of Glasgow may take place in 
church with minimal attendance of 
closest family and friends, up to a 
maximum of 20 people. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(Confession)
Is available by phoning one of the 
priests to arrange a time.

Help us to help you stay safe
The changes we have had to introduce may 
seem unsettling and quite strange, but are 
necessary to help us introduce Mass and 
private prayer again safely. We need everyone 
to carefully follow what is set out above. If 
and when guidance changes over the coming 
weeks and months, we will adapt as required. 
Thank you to existing and new volunteers for 
help in ensuring our church can open once 
again. Thanks also to all who contribute to 
and volunteer to ensure support continues 
to Drumchapel and St. Gregory’s food bank, 
3D Drumchapel, The Wayside Club and other 
organisations. 

Stay safe
Pray safe

Please keep an eye out for further announcements on 
 www.facebook.com/standrewsbearsden

Twitter @SBearsden,
Website www.standrewsbearsden.co.uk

Telephone 0141 942 4635

For further non Parish specific information see:  
www.bcos.org.uk

The parish of St Andrew, Bearsden is a Parish of the Archdiocese of Glasgow. 
A Designated Religious Charity,  Number SC018140

29 Roman Road, Bearsden G61 2SN



‘Let us come before 
God’s presence 

with thanksgiving’

We are thankful that St Andrew’s 
Bearsden is now open for short periods 
every Wednesday and Sunday. 
Initially this is for private prayer 
only.  We will review the feasibility of 
community celebration of Mass after 
further changes are announced by the 
Scottish Government in July.  Please 
be assured, until further notice, there 
is still no obligation to attend Sunday 
Mass as advised by the Bishops of 
Scotland. You may wish to enjoy Mass 
at home, live streamed or audio. 

Be assured, wherever you pray, 
God is listening. 

When you do return for private prayer 
and in due course, the celebration of 
Mass, you will see we have had to 
make adjustments in a number of 
areas to allow us to safely reopen the 
church and comply with the guidance 
of Scottish Government and the 
Archdiocese. Please adhere to all 
changes, they are designed to: 

• Keep you and your family safe

• Keep other parishioners safe

• Keep our Priests Safe

• Keep the Wider Community Safe

Private Prayer
From Wednesday 24th June, St. Andrew’s will be open 
for quiet contemplative prayer on Sundays between 
10am and 12 noon and on Wednesdays from 12 noon 
until 3pm. As per the Bishops’ guidelines, at least 
initially those who visit, are asked not to stay too long 
(perhaps 15 minutes) This is to ensure that as many 
people as possible can use the limited space available 
and because longer exposure increases the virus risk. 
To ensure your safety and the safety of those around 
you, please;

• Bring and wear a face covering. 
• Sanitise your hands at the station provided before 

entering and leaving the porch. 
• Sit in the Pew that you are escorted to by the 

Steward.
• Leave the church without lingering to chat to 

anyone who is either in the church or the porch.
• Provide Stewards with your contact details on 

arrival. 

The Parish must now keep a record of the contact 
details of everyone who attends church for private 
prayer or Mass. This is in case the NHS needs the 
details of someone who attended the church should 
they become ill. 

Use of facilities 
Toilets in the church and halls will be available if needed. 
If you have to use the toilet or baby changing facilities, 
you will be asked to wipe down surfaces with wipes 
provided, in line with Archdiocesan guidelines.

Arrangements when Mass resumes  
Initially when public Masses do resume, you may wish 
to consider carefully before you return. As seating 
capacity in the church is much reduced due to current 
social distancing guidelines, we are in the process of 
establishing an electronic booking system to ensure 
we don’t exceed our safe capacity. To register please 
go to www.standrewsbearsden.co.uk where you’ll see 

our new online booking form. More details on how the 
booking system will operate will be available shortly. 
Plans are underway to live stream Mass into the 
upper and lower halls to increase our safe capacity.  

Arriving at church
As it will take extra time for you to enter the church, 
please allow adequate time by arriving early. To 
ensure we comply with social distancing and other 
guidelines;
• It is likely that you will have to queue outside,
• A Steward will be required to check that you have 

booked for that Mass, 
• You will have to sanitise your hands at the station 

provided before entering and leaving the porch, 
• You will be escorted to a seat by a Steward to 

ensure we maximise the number of people who 
can safely be accommodated.

Please follow the signage now in place and guidance 
of our stewards and passkeepers to ensure social 
distancing is maintained at all times. Only a very 
limited number of Disabled Badge Holders will be 
able to park in the church grounds. 

Face covering
Face coverings must be worn at all 
times in church other than children 
under 5 years of age 
in accordance with 
Scottish Government 
guidelines or those 
with a relevant health 
condition. Please 
remember to bring 
your face covering 
with you. 


