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CHALLENGING POVERTY

God cares passionately about issues of poverty. In the scriptures, concern for the poor is
redolent in the words of the Prophets, and is at the core of all that Jesus said and did.

Week Five — Water Poverty

“Come all you who are thirsty, come to the waters;” Isaiah 55.1

The Bible often uses water for symbolizing faith, salvation, and provision. Water is essential to our
physical living, just as Jesus is essential to our spiritual living! There are many references to the
truth that God will provide for those who are thirsty both physically and spiritually.

‘Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty and believes come to me and
drink.” John 7.37 “And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones...,
that person will certainly not lose their reward.” Mathew 10.42

What can we do?

Many in today's world have no readily available clean water for drinking and washing. 'SI';c;k to
Just imagine walking for miles to a water source and returning home with this “ did it!”
precious commodity balanced in a bucket on your head. This is a daily chore for (or at
women and children in rural communities throughout Africa. To help them, we should | least

be generous in supporting projects that bring much needed clean water to those with | ” | tried™)

none. At home do not waste water, but appreciate having water at the turn of a tap.

PRAYER Loving God, we ask for Your blessings on children, mothers, fathers,
and communities who are thirsty. Purify, protect, and multiply their
water sources. Strengthen their resolve, so they may fully enjoy the
benefits of clean water — essentials like education, fresh produce,
and good health.

Don't forget to use your "Walk with Me" prayer book each day.

FASTING | Fast from wasting water; Feast on the privilege of our water on tap
Fast from mere acceptance; Feast on drinking our fresh pure water

Fast from privatised water dividends; Feast on public investment

CHARITY | Why not show your gratitude for our water supply by donating to the
following SCTAF Real Gifts ; Emergency water supply (£45), or club
together for a water well (£300), or a Village water supply (£1200)

Consider donating £3/month (a coffee!) to the charity wateraid.org

> If you want to go a step further and learn more about and work to combat
poverty and injustice at the local, National and global level, then join the
Justice & Peace mailing list at https://www.justiceandpeacescotland.org.uk

Please bring this sheet back to Mass for next weekend's offertory
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