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St Andrew’s Bereavement Group

Father Michael’s {A parish group}
The Bereavement group offers support to the bereaved. We make

Chrisﬂ:mag M@SS&%@ : ) contact approximately six months after the death of a loved one by

sending a comforting card. It gives the parish phone number and

s . s . [ asks if any additional is help is required. Two of us are happy to visit
I Cé_m t believe that 'm writing another y the bereaved if requested. We organise a yearly bereavement Mass
Christmas message! The year seems to in November for the families and friends who have suffered a loss in

have gone by so fast. The late Pope Francis the previous 12 months.
called us to be Pilgrims of Hope, full of*joy
and wonder on our Christian journey of life.

We give thanks for Pope Francis and pray for our new Pop
may he be guided by the Lord. Let’s renew our ow
love in Our Saviour this Christmas. .

I hope you find this edition interesting and enjoy
asked the different groups in the parish to write &
the Reachout and these will appear in this and f

As always, | wish all of you a happy and Holy Ch ; Eternal rest grant unto them, Oh Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them.
ﬁf%@r % Thoughts May they rest in Peace. Amen

and Prayers

#\ REACHOUT is hand-delivered by our -
Messengers to all the addresses registered with \ The wOrId Day

St Andrew’s Parish. We hope REACHOUT will % =

help to keep people, whether they come ¥ ~ | Of Prayer
to our church or not, in touch with us and ' /
remaining interested in St Andrew’s. A
huge Thank You to all the Messengers who .

aid us in the delivery of REACHOUT. wjrzl?r?\:ﬁaflfi:mgu A7 (1)

A warm welcome awaits you. / j the Service a

success. Thanks
also to Veronica
and staff for
the wonderful
coffee and

A huge thank you to
everyone who took part in

Thought for the day- Take a minute and think!
If you are not feeling the nearness of God - perhaps it baking enjoyed

is you who have moved? thereafter.
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Why do we receive
Holy Communion A

To answer that question with another -
Where do | start?

Well, how about the beginning? The beginning of Christianity,
that is. Then go on to suggest it is at the absolute centre, the
bedrock if you like, of Christianity, our religion. There is a direct
line from us receiving Communion today in St Andrew’s to the
momentous events of that Passover weekend in Roman-occupied
Jerusalem two thousand years ago. You know the one; the

first Easter weekend when Jesus handed the Apostles

the consecrated Eucharist and said “This is my body”
[Transubstantiation],. It is noteworthy that the writers of

all three of the synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark and

Luke); use exactly those four words, and no other.

It was the moment of the first consecration of
bread into His body and wine into His blood, and its
distribution to the waiting parishioners.

OK, that might seem a bit heavy, | grant you. But it is
the direct answer to the question. There is a direct line
of connection from Christ, down through St Peter and
all following Popes, Bishops and Priests.

What are the graces of Holy Communion? Aren’t they
all the benefits of our Faith in being a Catholic. Each of
us has his or her take on what they all are. To some it
is peace and understanding, to others assistance that
is forthcoming when we say, possibly in some problem
or other, “Oh Lord, Come to my Aid” Or similar. A
practical demonstration of the trust we place in the
Lord, in which He has promised not to let us down.

That’s why!

As highlighted by the Archbishop recently, we don’t have
enough priests.

In the light of this present shortage, we would ask you to
pray for vocations to the priesthood and the religious life.

Pope Leo Annourices

Giorgm Frassati
(1901-1925)

Giorgio was an enthusiastic
member of Italian Catholic
youth movements and a
passionate mountaineer. He
was also a tireless advocate
for social justice, believing
“ charity is not enough; we
need social reform”.

His legacy serves as a
beacon for lay spirituality,
demonstrating that faith is
lived not only in prayer but

also in action.

Two Ne% Saints |

Carlo Acutis

(1991-2006)

Carlo became increasingly
devout after his first
communion. He was a
computer whiz who developed
multilingual websites
documenting Eucharistic
miracles, leading to his
nickname “God’s influencer”.

His motto, “The Eucharist is my
highway to heaven”, inspires
many. His body is displayed
in jeans, Nike sneakers, and a

sweatshirt in Assisi.

What’s the significance of their Canonization?

Both of their stories show that holiness is for everyone,
especially the young. Both saints integrated prayer, study,
sport, and charity into their daily lives.




i St Nicholas Primary School

As we begin another academic year at St. Nicholas’ Primary, session 2025/26
promises to be a memorable year. 2025 started with the Church declaring a
Jubilee year with the focus ‘Pilgrims of Hope’. This is an inspiring call to our faith
community in a world faced by so many challenges. On Friday 3rd October, our
Head Pupils - Rebecca and Eve - led a group of our pupils on a walk through
the streets of Bishopbriggs, with children from other Catholic schools in East
Dunbartonshire, before celebrating Mass at St. Matthew’s Parish Church.

Please let me introduce you to two of our ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ - Rebecca and Eve -
who will share their experiences of Faith and Learning.

Phirtyne Gloncy

Head Teacher

| am Eve, and | am Rebecca and we
are the head pupils of St Nicholas’
Primary School. We are in Primary 7.

Our school has very spacious
classrooms and hallways, making it
the perfect space to learn.

Rebecca

We like our gospel values because they are important in our school. We also look
forward to our school masses because it gives us something to look forward to in
our school. Our school prayer is another reason we love being in a catholic school.
We participate in developing our faith by volunteering answers during R.E. lessons
and paying attention respectfully in all subjects. We also offer to altar serve at all
school masses because it encourages younger students in our school to do the
same and help out in the church. Our local parish is St Andrews’. We both altar
serve there too and I’'m (Rebecca) about to get my two-year medal and Eve has
been serving for four years now. We really enjoy serving because it brings us closer
to God and all the Saints.

When we are not serving we go to the children’s liturgy and sometimes Eve helps
set up the hall with her mum.

St Nicholas’ Primary has supported us in becoming kind, honest, respectful and the
young people that we are today because of our values, and the way we have been
taught since Primary 1. We love the classrooms and how they are decorated with
bright colours because they make you feel welcome and enthusiastic to learn new
things. This also brings out our creativity and growth mind set.

A Quote from a very grateful
DRUMCHAPEL FOODBANK

We at Drumchapel Food Bank rely greatly on the consistent generosity of St
Andrew’s church. Week in, week out, the donations made by your community
greatly aids us in helping to feed the families on our client list.

We are responsible for helping not just our local community, but anyone from
the surrounding communities also. With all of the recent struggles across the
world we have found ourselves lending a hand to those from many different
backgrounds. One of these is a grandfather who has fled the ongoing war

in Ukraine, taking his grandchildren with him, while the parents stay to fight
for their country. We have the honour of helping those from all over and we
are grateful for all that we receive weekly. It is only with the support of such
generous people such as yourselves at St Andrew’s that we can continue to
uphold this high standard of service and respect.

So please keep
donating and thank you

If you might be interested in helping deliver
to the foodbank, once every two months,
please email briantraynorlOO@hotmail.com

St Gregory’s help for
the needy

Our selfless volunteers continue, 7 nights
a week, to uplift surplus food from M&S
Milngavie and deliver it to St Gregory’s.
If you think you could help once a month
please contact

veronicamcl@sky.com




Christmas L]Hturms .

PLEASE COME AND JOIN US TO CELEBRATE

WEDNESDAY 17TH DECEMBER
6:00 - 7:00 PM ADVENT CONFESSIONS

WEDNESDAY 24TH DECEMBER

5:00 PM - VIGIL MASS
Parishioners should note that this is our busiest Mass of the season and
once the main church is full any further attendees should expect to be
seated in the Upper Hall where the mass will be live streamed.

WEDNESDAY 24TH DECEMBER
8:30 PM - CAROL SERVICE
FOLLOWED BY EARLY MIDNIGHT MASS AT 9:00 PM

THURSDAY 25TH DECEMBER
10:30 AM - CHRISTMAS DAY MASS

THURSDAY 1ST JANUARY 2026
10:00 AM - NEW YEAR’S DAY MASS

" St Andrew’s RC Church, 29 Roman Road, Bearsden Gé1 2SN
Q141942 4635 @standrew@rcag.org.uk .

n Firfd'us on Facebook 8 @SBearsden .

@ Instagram @saintandrewsbearsden

www.standrewsbearsden.co.uk
Charity Number SC018140




